
 
 

 Private fostering  Family care (informal)  Family and friends foster care Unrelated foster care  Residence order  Special Guardianship 
order (SGO)  Adoption  

Duration 

Subject to discretion of 
person with PR and 
willingnessof private foster 
carer.  

Subject to discretion of 
person with PR  

So long as placement remains in line with child’s care 
plan, as determined by LA  

Age 16 unless the court 
makes the order until age 
18 

Age 18 unless varied 
or discharged by the 
court before the child 
reaches 18 years.  

Permanent lifelong 
relationship  

Placeme
ntsupervi
sion 

It is not a placement, but 
there are statutory visits to 
child by social worker 
(minimum 6 weekly in first 
year, then 12 weekly)  

None  Statutory: visits to child by social worker and supervision of 
foster carers by supervising social worker  
• Minimum of once a week till first review 
• Thereafter 4 Weekly until panel 
• 6 weekly after panel for the first year 
• 3 monthly if approved as permanent. 

None None  When child is placed for 
adoption by the LA, the 
placement is supervised 
and there are statutory 
reviews. Once the adoption 
order is made, none.  

Review of 
placemen
t 

It is not a placement, but 
the LA may do formal 
reviews in addition to 
ongoing assessment 
during visits.  

None  Statutory reviews of child’s care plan (minimum 6 
monthly) and annual reviews of local authority foster 
carers’ approval  

None  None  See above  

Support 
services  

Provision of advice and 
support as determined 
necessary by the LA, 
which may assess the 
child as a child in need, 
with a child in need plan, 
and provide services / 
support for child/family 
under section 17 of the 
Children Act 1989  

No entitlement but the LA 
may assess the child as a 
child in need, with a child in 
need plan, and provide 
services / support for 
child/family under section 
17 of the Children Act 1989  

Support to meet child’s needs including health plan and 
personal education plan. Training and practical support 
to foster carers in accordance with the Fostering 
services Regulations, NMS and CWDC standards. 
Young person may be entitled to leaving care support 
services  

No entitlement (But LA 
has discretion to provide 
services / support for 
child/family under section 
17 of the CA)  

If child was looked 
after prior to making 
the SGO, LA must 
assess for need for 
special guardianship 
support services. LA 
has discretion 
whether to provide 
support. Young 
person may be 
entitled to leaving 
care support services 
if was a looked after 
child prior to making 
of the SGO.  

Entitlement to assessment 
for adoption support 
services, which may be 
provided at discretion of LA 
in accordance with 
Regulations and NMS.  


